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Garden Talk -  with Rebecca Jordi
Q:  My citrus tree is dying and I think I have citrus greening.  

A: First, we do have several confirmed cases of Huanglongbing 
(HLB) here in Nassau County Florida.  The correct name for 
“citrus greening” is Huanglongbing (HLB).  Secondly, there is no 
cure or chemical spray to prevent the disease at this point.  

In addition, some of the nutrient deficiencies and root decays 
can mimic several of the symptoms of the disease. Just because 
your fruit is not totally orange or yellow, does not necessarily 
mean you have HLB.  

We should be diligent about controlling the insect which we 
believe transmits the bacterium.  I have found it on the citrus at 
my Yulee office even in January although it is most active in the 
spring and summer. 

I would suggest using insecticidal soap or horticulture oil for 
controlling the insect and the chemical must come in direct 
contact with the insect to kill it. Neither one of the chemicals 
listed above have any real residual effect so it is a waste of 
time, money and chemical to spray the tree if the insect is not 
present. This means you must see the insect and use the chemical directly on the insect for it to work properly.  
Do not use heavy broad spectrum insecticides when the other two work beautifully. 

Severe cold temperatures in the winter and harsh, hot temperatures in the summer can weaken the bacterium 
internally once it is inside the tree.  We are hoping this may slow the spread of the disease and provide a few more 
years of productivity but there are no guarantees. More importantly, how can we predict or be sure either of these 
environmental conditions will occur? 

The best diagnosis for HLB is the asymmetrical, blotchy yellowing of leaves.  Think about folding the leaf in half, 
right down the middle (lengthwise).  If both sides of the leave look somewhat the same, then your tree does 
not have HLB.  Look over the University of Florida document which will provide the best and most accurate 
information on identification.  

This disease has devastated most of the citrus industry throughout the world.  We will just have to ride this 
out and hope for the best as backyard growers – it is definitely a deadly disease on citrus.  The fruit will also be 
medicinal tasting or taste gasoline-like.  This will not improve over time and therefore you should consider cutting 
the tree down.  Of course, the decision is totally up to you.  

http://www.crec.ifas.ufl.edu/extension/greening/index.shtml
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Q:  Should I prune my gardenias or azaleas now? 

A:  This is one of the most common questions I get every February.  So I am 
repeating my answer from a previous Garden Talk.  Gardenias, like azaleas, 
would need to be pruned after they have finished flowering, which will be 
sometime late spring or early summer. The best management practice for most 
any flowering plant is to prune directly after flowering. If they are pruned now 
in late winter, then we will reduce the number of flowers produce as the buds 
for flowering have already been formed. 

Gardenias and azaleas really require very little pruning except to improve their 
shape and/or remove broken or diseased stems. It is possible to prune azaleas 
or gardenias to increase flower production but keep the removal of stems to 
a minimum. Selectively prune a stem by hand rather than use a motorized pruning utensil. Hand prune the stems 
selectively by cutting back to a bud and be sure the stems are cut at a proper angle. Cuts should be made about ¼ 
inch above the bud. It is also best to prune the shrubs so they are smaller on the top and larger on the bottom to 
allow for the best exposure to sunlight. 

Remember, gardenias like well-drained, acid, organic soils. It is important not to water them as often as we do 
lawns. Avoid using heavy rock mulch around the root area as this will cause compacted soil. Consider using pine 
straw or pine bark as a mulch. Leave an area about 12-18 inches around the trunk with nothing but soil and air, 
which is an excellent practice for any tree or shrub. 

I know everyone is eager to get out and prune their perennials but it is best to wait a little longer until we are 
certain the fear of freezing temperatures is truly over.      

Q:  I would like some dwarf, evergreen shrubs to plant in the front of my house.  I do not have much space but I 
also do not want to be spending a great deal of time pruning them to keep them short. Do you have any ideas? 

A:  The following list of shrubs will grow to about 4 feet tall with a spread of about 3-6 feet. Try any of the following 
evergreen shrubs for smaller areas such as Rose Creek, Francis Mason, Prostrata, Sherwoodii which are dwarf 
varieties of Abelia for full sun areas. These shrubs are evergreen as long as temperatures stay above 10 degrees 
Fahrenheit. 

Pittosporum cultivar called Crème de Mint is a variegated form 
reaching heights of only 3 feet with about the same width. Poet’s 
Laurel, Danae racemosa, produces pretty orange berries in the fall 
for those shade to partial shady sites.  Prostrata; Radicans Variegata 
are some examples of dwarf gardenia which will provide fabulous, 
fragrant flowers if you have partial sun to partial shade and acid soil. 

Indian Hawthorn cultivars Olivia, Eleanor Taber, Indian Princess, and 
Gulf Green will grow in full sun to partial sun areas.  These particular 
Indian Hawthorn shrubs are resistant to the pesky leaf spot which 
plague so many other shrubs in this family.  

Although they are not evergreen, there are several dwarf varieties of crape myrtle which we often overlook.  
Consider one of the following: Chickasaw (3 ft tall), Firecracker (3-5 ft), Ozark Spring (3-5 ft), Pocomoke (3 ft.), or 
Victor (4 ft). 

Then, of course, consider some of the smaller bush or drift roses. We have plenty of choices so there is no reason 
to plant one of the standard tree varieties of viburnum, ligustrum, holly or pittosporum as they would prefer being 
12 – 20 feet tall.  Trying to keep them at 3-4 feet is brutal.  

Crape Myrtle Ozark Spring
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Q:  What can you tell me about the cardboard plant? I have seen it in garden centers but I am not sure I 
should buy it.  

 A:  The cardboard plant or cardboard cycad, Zamia 
furfuracea, is a very attractive cycad.  The rigid, woody, 
medium-green foliage of cardboard plant emerges 
from a large underground storage root and forms 
a loose, spreading, symmetrical rosette. Providing a 
tropical landscape effect, cardboard plant’s mounding 
growth habit is ideally suited for use in containers 
or as a specimen. Several can be planted together 
for a lush, tropical effect. They also create a 
dramatic effect when mass-planted in a shrub border, 
eventually reaching to six or eight feet tall. However, 
they are best suited for cold hardiness zones 9b – 11.  
Remember along the coast in Fernandina, the cold 
hardiness zone is 9a.  It could be tricky but if you are 
willing to protect it during cold season, you could 
potentially grow it here.  It likes shade to full sun.  It is 
drought and salt tolerant. It really has no diseases and 
can occasionally have red scale but this can be easily 
controlled if caught early.  Attached is a complete 
publication from the University of Florida:   
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/fp618
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