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A Land Remembered comes alive in multimedia show

F

ew, if any books, have captured the spirit and colorful history of Florida as has
Patrick Smith’s beloved novel, A Land
Remembered. It has been said many
times that people should be issued a copy of A
Land Remembered when they cross the Florida
state line.
Here is your opportunity to get to know
the author and his work better as Smith’s son,
Rick, takes the stage to delight audiences with
a multimedia show about his father and the
extraordinary life experiences that enabled him
to write with such authority of Florida pioneers,
the Seminoles, migrant workers, “river rats” of
Mississippi, the social injustices of the South,
the Merchant Marine in World War II and the
challenges of the present.
You can see A Land Remembered and Smith’s
other books come to life through a unique multimedia show his son Rick (Patrick Jr.) produced
to explore his father’s colorful life as a writer

‘This is a show, not a talk or a lecture. ... The presentation consists of
over 50 videos, photos, artwork,
music and sound effects.’
RICK SMITH, SON OF AUTHOR
PATRICK SMITH

and how he came to write his books. Rick will
present his show on March 24 at 7 p.m., with a
reception 6:30 p.m., at the Amelia Community
Theatre, 209 Cedar St. More information is
available at ALandRemembered.com/amelia.
“I describe this as a show, not a talk or a
lecture,” Rick says. “The presentation consists
of over 50 videos, photos, artwork, music and

sound effects. I narrate it live throughout. I
make it visually stimulating and throw in a joke
or two for good measure. My first goal was to
make it entertaining. One man in the audience
said he had spent his life in media production
and that this was the finest example of visual
storytelling he had ever seen. That meant a lot
to me.”
Stephanie Haimes, director of the W. H.
Bland Public Library in Mount Dora, brought
Rick back a second time, stating, “Because of
the interest shown at your presentation here,
I want to have it at our Community Building
which holds approximately 600 people. I
have had a lot of presenters/actors, etc.,
and I have never seen such attentiveness on
the part of the audience to your presentation.
People stood the whole time and did not complain!”
Julie Henry Matus, curator of education at
the Tampa Bay History Center, said, “We were

Nassau student
wins Rotary
oratory contest

BUDDING COMPOSTERS

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Students in Club Chrysallis, an afterschool gardening club learned all about composting recently, top right. Janet
Barnes, Nassau Master Gardener volunteer conducts the weekly club meetings and uses lots of hands-on activities to
help the students learn good gardening concepts. They learned that “greens” and “browns” must be layered and each
layer watered slightly. Ms. Barnes brought in some decayed branches to illustrate one example of “browns” needed in
composting, top left. The brisk wind kept required an “indoor” meeting of Club Chrysallis recently. After learning all
about composting, they painted these “kitchen composters” for their homes, above right. Several reasons were given
for why we should compost. Mainly it makes a great soil amendment that can lower soil pH. The Club Chrysallis members now know how to construct a compost pile without using a pricey bin.

GREAT BLACKS IN WAX

Applications are now being
accepted for the Miss Shrimp
Festival Scholarship Pageant,
sponsored by the Historic
Harbor Front Hampton Inn &
Suites. Entrants must be high
school juniors and seniors
attending public, private, alternative and home schools.
Eligible participants must
reside in Nassau County but
may attend high school in
another county. The winner
will receive a $1,000 scholarship and the title of Miss Shrimp
Festival. Scholarships will also
be awarded to the first runner-up, second runner-up and
Miss Congeniality.
The first rehearsal will be
held on Sunday, March 1 at 3
p.m. at Bean School of Dance in
Fernandina Beach. Contestants
meet weekly to learn the choreography of the opening sequence
of the pageant, and to prepare
for this highly anticipated event.
The competition starts with
a judge’s interview and dinner catered by Chick-fil-A the
Wednesday before the pageant.
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We hear the advice to learn from our
mistakes so often that it almost seems
a cliché, but perhaps we need to push
this advice a bit further. Isn’t it the case,
after all, that we learn most when we
make mistakes? We send children to
school for twelve long years, expecting
they will make plenty
of mistakes, but knowing they will
learn to read and write and do math and
science better by continually improving
on their mistakes. In medicine
nowadays, common mistakes are taught
in medical schools, so that new doctors
and nurses might avoid them. In some
areas, mistakes are sought after as
portals of discovery.

regionals were
conducted to
narrow the
field of competitors to six
participants.
The finals
Murphy
were held at
the University
of North
Florida. In attendance were
school board members from
Clay, Duval and St. Johns counties. The other finalists included Olivia Ade of Episcopal
High School, Dwight James
of Douglas Anderson, Ryan
Merrill of Orange Park High
School, and Duneshka MoranDeleon, Baldwin High School.
As the 2015 winner,
Stubbings will also be invited
to appear on the 121 Financial
Credit Union’s “4 Your
Money” segment on WJXT-TV
and Clear Channel Outdoor
will feature her on a digital billboard on I-95 near the airport.
121 Financial was the title
sponsor of the event; the
University of Florida Proton
Therapy Institute was the
regional sponsor; and Sawgrass
Asset Management was the
runner up scholarship sponsor.
For more information on
the Southside Rotary speech
project, email Rotaryexecsec@
aol.com.

On Thursday night the contestants make their first appearance in the Pirate’s Parade, riding the route on boats furnished
by Redmond Yachts. On Friday,
May 1, Russell Colburn of Fox
30 News will emcee the pageant. The newly crowned 2015
Miss Shrimp Festival will make
several appearances throughout the weekend, help with the
Little Pirate Contest, the Beard
Contest and participate as a
judge in the Shrimp Boat Parade
on Sunday.
The opening ceremony
for the festival begins Friday,
May 1 at 6:30 p.m., followed
by the Miss Shrimp Festival
Scholarship Pageant at 7 p.m.,
though many sponsorship
booths, the Kids Zone and the
waterfront food booths open at
4 p.m. On Saturday, May 2, the
festival gets bigger with more
than 300 arts and crafts booths
joining the fun from 9 a.m.-6
p.m. Sunday, May 3, the festival
is open from 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
For information visit
ShrimpFestival.com.

TAX ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE
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JACKSONVILLE - Jolene
Stubbings, a senior at West
Nassau High School in
Callahan, competed against
five other First Coast area
high school seniors to win
first place in the 2015 Rotary
Oratory Competition. Abby
Murphy of Creekside High
School in St. Johns County won
second place.
Stubbings, who spoke on
the topic of financial literacy,
won a total of $4,600 in scholarship funds, which included
receiving a $500 scholarship
by winning her regional competition, $4,000 for first place
in the finals and a $100 college
starter savings account from
121 Financial Credit Union.
Murphy took home $2,600
in scholarship funds, winning
her regional, winning second
place in the finals and receiving a college starter savings
account.
Stubbings began her pursuit of the title by competing
to represent her high school,
where she advanced to the
regionals. From there she
went on to the finals. The
Rotary Oratory Competition,
a project by the Rotary Club
of South Jacksonville, started
with competition at 25 area
high schools. With the help
of five area Rotary Clubs, six

Miss Shrimp Fest
accepting applicants

Joanne Martin speaks to
local middle school students about the history of
civil rights in the United
States, in association
with a traveling exhibit
from the National Great
Blacks in Wax Museum
in Baltimore, Md., that
was at the Martin Luther
King Center, 1200 Elm
St., from Feb. 13-17.
A native of Yulee, Martin
graduated from the
segregated Peck High
School to go on to teach
at Fernandina Beach
High School, eventually earning a graduate degree at Atlanta
University. She and her
husband, Elmer Martin,
founded the museum to
preserve the history of
African Americans.
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honored to have you here at the History Center.
Your presentation drew a record crowd, and we
heard nothing but positive feedback from those
who attended. It was a great program!”
Rick says his performance is well suited
to all age groups. “Just make sure you get
there early to get a seat!” Admission is free
but a ticket is required to attend. Tickets are
available at the Fernandina Beach Library at 25
N. Fourth St. This event is presented through
a grant from the Florida Humanities Council
Speakers Bureau and is sponsored by the
Friends of the Fernandina Beach Library, the
Nassau County Library System, the Duncan
Lamont Clinch Historical Society, the Amelia
Island Museum of History and the Fairbanks
House.
For more information about the program
content and to view photos and information
about the tour, see http://alandremembered.
com/speaking-tour

In jazz music, the so-called “blue note”
or what seems a clear mistake, is
often the start of an inspired
improvisation. Poets too seek the “blue
note” in language, the place where a
mistake in usage or grammar leads to
some insight or a nice turn of
phrase. A genius is not necessarily
someone who makes fewer mistakes,
but rather someone whose mistakes
are often productive or beautiful. So,
we should learn from our mistakes, but
perhaps more importantly, risk making
mistakes in order that we might grow
and learn.
– Christopher Simon

VITA (Volunteer Income
Tax Assistance) provides free
electronic (E-file) and paper
income tax filing assistance for
low- to moderate-income and
elderly tax filers.
This free service is provided by the IRS, the Real $ense
Prosperity Campaign, a United
Way Initiative, and in partnership with the Nassau County
Library System.
Tax filing assistance continues through April 15. Tax filers
who elect to have their returns
E-filed and are due a refund
can expect their refund within
three days to two weeks with
direct deposit.
Walk-ins are welcome and
will be assisted after appointments.

Bring photo identification,
Social Security card, your 2013
tax return and all 2014 tax documents such as W-2s, 1099s
and SSA-1099s. If in doubt,
bring the document. Filers
cannot work from pay stubs or
other year-end documents.
Hours and locations include:
• Atlantic Rec Center Main
Auditorium, 2500 Atlantic
Ave., Fernandina Beach,
Tuesdays and Thursdays,
1-4:30 p.m., and Wednesdays
4-7:30 p.m. Call 277-7365 for
reservations.
• Career Source in the
Winn Dixie shopping center,
Yulee, 96042 Lofton Square
Court, Monday through
Wednesday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Call
432-0009 for reservations.

