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Princess Amelia – Amelia Island’s bodacious princess

E

ver wonder how the northernmost barrier island in Florida
got its name?
Amelia Island is named for
Princess Amelia Sophia, King George
II’s second daughter.
Amelia Sophia Eleanor of Hanover
and Great Britain, and the second
daughter of George II and Caroline
of Ansbach, was born in Hanover,
Germany. While still a toddler, she
and her family moved to the St. James’
Palace in London, when her grandfather, George II, became king.
Far from a fairy tale princess, she
has been described as homely and did
not look well in the dress of the day,
which included toupees, ruffles and
powder. She loved to ride and hunt
and preferred the clothing of those
who enjoyed the two sports. Amelia
Sophia was more interested in riding or hunting than more feminine or
artistic activities. She did what she
wanted to do, including using snuff and

playing cards. She
has been described
as odd and quirky
and, evidently, not
very popular, as she
stirred up problems
with her family and
the court.
Her aunt Sophia
FROM
Dorothea, queen of
THE
Prussia, suggested
PORCH Amelia as a suitable
wife for her son,
Frederick, crown
Dickie
prince of Prussia,
Anderson but his father,
William I of Prussia,
forced him to marry another woman.
Although Amelia had other suitors,
she never married and carried a likeness of her lost love until her death.
So how did this princess end up
having an island named after her?
James Oglethorpe, a British general,
member of Parliament and philan-

thropist, as well as the founder of the
colony of Georgia, takes credit. He
was a loyal subject to King George II
and, while scouting the area south of
Savannah, found an island with peach
trees, orange groves and a
deep natural port, and he named it
after his king’s youngest daughter,
Amelia.
Interestingly enough, there was
another Princess Amelia, the 15th
and last child of King George III.
Princess Amelia, like her namesake,
was unlucky in love. She has been
described as a beautiful and charming
child and, along with her two older sisters, their father’s favorites.
She was often ill with a variety
of ailments, one of which was probably tuberculosis. It was thought
at the time that the seashore was
restorative, and she was often sent
to Weymouth. On one of these fateful
visits, she met Charles FitzRoy, an
equerry of the king, and fell madly in

love with him.
He was 21 years
her senior and
feared the relationship could
destroy his
reputation and
career. She was
obsessed and
determined to
marry him, even
Princess Amelia knowing that it
was impossible.
She began signing her initials AFR (Amelia FitzRoy).
Although a passionate correspondence was discovered and there were
numerous trysts, the relationship
was never consummated. She was
obsessed and planned their marriage,
ordered furniture for their one-day
home and cutlery engraved with their
initials. It was never to be.
In 1808, she was sent to
Weymouth to recuperate, but it was

Car wash, dog wash to
benefit girl with several
medical conditions

‘Crawl for a Cure’ benefits
local Relay for Life 2017
JUDIE MACKIE
For the News-Leader

Back by popular demand,
Relay For Life Fernandina
Beach/Yulee teams are now
selling tickets to a Las Vegasthemed pub crawl. This fundraiser is a great opportunity to
dress up and spend a memorable night in Vegas, without
boarding a plane.
Relay For Life is the
signature fundraiser for the
American Cancer Society, and
this event kicks off the 2017
season for participating teams.
Coordinated by volunteers,
“Crawl for a Cure” begins at the
Crab Trap at 6 p.m. Saturday,
Nov. 19, and includes the Salty
Pelican, Amelia Tavern, Alley
Cat, Green Turtle Tavern, Dog
Star Tavern and Palace Saloon.
Need inspiration? Think showgirls, Elvis and the Rat Pack.
The after-party begins at 9
p.m. at Sheffields at the Palace,
where glamour, glitter and
sequins are encouraged. Collect
a playing card at each location,

and the best five-card poker
hand wins a prize at the afterparty.
Tickets, $30 in advance and
$35 at the door per person,
include one beverage per stop
and admission to the after-party
at Sheffields. Get your tickets
today at participating venues or
from any Relay for Life team.
Relay For Life Fernandina
Beach/Yulee will be held May
20 at Main Beach Park on
Amelia Island.
The main event, “Carnival
for a Cure,” brings our entire
community together to remember loved ones lost, honor
survivors of all cancers and
raise money to help fight this
epidemic – because we believe
it is time to take action against
cancer!
For the latest details
about “Crawl for a Cure,”
visit www.facebook.com/
events/346966548981526
or call (706) 380-1362. To
learn more or to volunteer for
“Carnival for a Cure,” please
call 583-5200.

to be her final illness. The dying princess had a mourning ring made for her
father the king with a lock of her hair
under a crystal and surrounded with
diamonds. The rest of her belongings were left to the love of her life
– FitzRoy.
Princess Amelia Sophia, the first
Princess Amelia, is one of 10 amazing
characters who will be introduced at a
first-time event offered by the Amelia
Island Museum of History honoring
longtime volunteer Leah Bork. The
event, Challenges and Changes: 17651865, will take place from 5:30-7:30
p.m. Thursday, Nov. 3, at Fort Clinch
State Park.
For more information or tickets,
call the Amelia Island Museum of
History at 261-7378. (For more on the
other characters who will be present at
the event, see page 9B.)
To receive her weekly newsletter or
get information about her books, contact
Dickie at dickie.anderson@gmail.com.
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Travis and Rebecca Johnson hold their daughter Adaliene.

A car wash, dog wash and dog
nail trims event will raise money
to help 2½-year-old Adaliene get
the service dog she needs.
People going to the event
will get to meet a real service
dog, K-9 Maxo, who is a partner
with Fernandina Beach Police
Department Detective Matt
Douglass.
Adaliene’s parents, Rebecca
and Travis Johnson, credited
Douglass with being “the mastermind” of the car wash/dog
wash event scheduled for noon to
2 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 6, at the Hot
Paws parking lot, 1008 S. Eighth
St., Fernandina Beach.
The little girl has a rare
genetic disorder, is developmentally delayed, has a form of
muscle weakness call hypotonia
and has a failure to thrive, so she
uses a feeding tube. She also has
severe anxiety to go along with
autism and a sensory disorder,
and is considered non-verbal,

according to
her parents.
She spends
her days in and
out of doctors’
appointments
Adaliene
and hospitals
and receives
multiple therapies every week.
A service dog will help with
her meltdowns and anxiety,
along with her mobility. The dog
would also be a much-needed
companion, the Johnsons said
via a series of Facebook private
messages.
“Adaliene loves all kinds
of animals, but dogs seem to
be her favorite!” the Johnsons
said. “So come out and help us
raise money to get her a service
dog!”
For those who can’t make the
car wash/dog wash event or who
want to help out before or after, a
fundraising website has been set
up: https://thebarefootk9project.
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Nassau Master Gardeners win service awards
Nassau Master Master Gardeners Beverly Stormoen
(second from left) and Kathy Stevenson (second from
right) were recognized for 10 years of volunteer service
to UF/IFAS Nassau Extension. Presenting their award
certificates at the Northeast Region Master Gardener
Training Conference were State Master Gardener
Coordinator Wendy Wilber (left), and Becky Jordi,
Nassau Extension director/horticulture agent. Also
attending the conference were Master Gardeners Kay
Stephens, Elaine Roblez, Claudia Witcher, Vicki Martin,
Sue Ray, Susanne Schlaifer, Ginny Grupe, Wendy
Priesand and Bea Walker.
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Road cleanup crew
Wild Amelia conducted an Adopt-a-Road Cleanup along a 3-mile stretch of South Fletcher Avenue on Sunday, Sept.
18. The crew who participated included, from left, Anson and Susan DeWolf, John Brooks, Scott Moore, Steve Cowart,
Jay Kayne, Rick Scott, Ann Weller, Yvonne Randolph, Bill Randolph (not pictured) and Kathy Brooks (not pictured). Wild
Amelia, an all-volunteer nonprofit, conducts quarterly cleanups along this stretch of road and has done so for many years,
to demonstrate its commitment to grassroots environmentalism.
For more information about this and all of the educational programs of Wild Amelia, visit www.wildamelia.org and
Wild Amelia on Facebook.
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DAR contributes to Navy SEAL Foundation
Larry Byrd, right, president of the Amelia Island Charity
Group, and treasurer Joe Murphy accept a check from
Cindy Glenn, regent of the Amelia Island Chapter
Daughters of the American Revolution. Amelia Island
Charity Group serves as an ambassador for the Navy
SEAL Foundation, which provides support and services
to members of the Special Warfare Community and their
families. Amelia Island Chapter DAR provides more than
5,000 volunteer hours in the community each year, as
well as $4,000 in scholarships and awards.
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Bridal poodles
A wedding at the north end of the beach Sept. 16 featured three poodles as part of the bridal party. Above left, the bride,
Jennifer Skinner; her dad, Martyn; son, DJ; and poodle, Beamer. Above right, the best man, Jeremy, and maid of honor,
Sara, along with white poodle, Moses, and black poodle, Maggie. The bride owns VIP Dog Grooming Salon. A harvest
moon shone over the ceremony.
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