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Master gardeners: award-winning green thumbs

BY AMANDA BISHOP
NCR Reporter

Area master gardeners
proved they had award-win-
ning green thumbs by plant-
ing the University of Florida's
top pick for the 2006 Grand
Image Award.

Judges from UF chose the
Nassau County Demonstration
Garden and the Citrus County
Extension's program,
“Shoreline Ste dship - Be
a Lake Pan Pal” as co-winners
of the award. The two entities
each received $500 for contin-
ued improvements to their
projects,
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Throughout 2006-07, gar-
deners have continued to plant
and developed their project into
a complete garden. Planted
throughout the garden and
within the neighboring parking
lot are a variety of plants, flow-
el d trees that grow well
in northern Florida

The garden also demon-
micro-irrigation,
ing, recycling, ways to
attract wildlife integrat-
ed pest manager
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“You are among a group of ded-
icated and very talented people
hroughout Florida serving its
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teaches area students how to
identify bugs.

The judge was very
impressed by the entry and
noted its usefulness in remarks
given to the gardeners.

“What an excellent project.
I love the collaboration that
went into this project from
the very beginning. [ love that
you involved the community
in every faecet of development.
and that the community as a
whole continues to benefit
from it every day. But wh:
really makes this the winr
the thoroughness with which

you prepared your entry,” the
Judge wrote, continuing later, “T
also  apprecis that you
med this project to encour-
sustainable landscaping
25 for [uture gt'ncm-
tions. It's clear that you've
made a ma jor impact on your
&ummumty

ardeners  who
rm.,vm»rl certificates for their
efforts included Bea Walker,
Paul Gosnell, Bertie Tanner,
Marshall Tanner, Anne
Mankovich, Diane Graham,
Jim Kelley; Dottie Eelley, Becky
Altman, Shirley Fenton, Jane

Brown, Kathy Warner and
Jordi.

Visitors are welcome at the
garden any tim 1f-puided
tours ean be done through use
of plant signage and informa-
tion sheets available at the gar-
den’s entrance. More informa-
tion is available by calling the
extension office at 548-1116,
e-mailing Jordi at rljordi
@ufl.edu, or visiting http/nas
sawifas.ufleduhorticulture/de
mogarden/demogarden/html.

E-mail comments and sug-
gestions to abishop@nassau
countyrecord.com.




