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New disease of St. Augustinegrass identified
This was developed from the
University of Florida publication: “Mosaic Disease of St.
Augustinegrass Caused by
Sugarcane Mosaic Virus”
(http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/pp313,
Dec. 11) and distributed by
Rebecca L. Jordi, Nassau
County Extension Director/
Horticulture Agent III
We may be looking at
another disease in St.
Augustinegrass called Mosaic
disease of St. Augustinegrass.
This disease was first reported
in the 1960s in sugarcane producing areas of Florida (rural
Palm Beach County).
The name “mosaic” comes
from the mottled look of the
grass blades, which are characteristic of viral diseases.
Several cultivars of St.
Augustinegrass were able to
develop a resistance to the disease and consequently we
have seen little of the disease
in Florida over the last 50
years. Because the mildest
cases of the disease produce
symptoms that are easily overlooked, it therefore did not
cause much concern. Surveys
were conducted and a
statewide survey in the 1970s
did not find the virus in St.
Augustinegrass in central or
north central Florida. In the 10
years prior to 2013, fewer than
five samples with mild symptoms were brought to the
attention of the Extension turfgrass pathologist at UF.
Mosaic viral disease symptoms occur on many plants
and generally the symptoms
will show as blotchy or streaky
patterns of yellow and green
color. Grasses showing mosaic
symptoms tend to have broken yellow streaks running
between veins on an otherwise
green blade.
In 2013, an outbreak of the
disease occurred in Pinellas
County. Leaf symptoms included mosaic, but turned necrotic
and developed into severe
dieback, resulting in a completely killed lawn. The
dieback and necrosis started

in the fall of the year
(September to October) and
progressed through spring,
when some lawns started to
recover.
In 2014, the same pattern
occurred in two counties.
Lawns infected in 2013 and
additional lawns started dying
in September in both Pinellas
and Palm Beach counties.
Symptoms were similar to
another viral disease of St.
Augustinegrass called St.
Augustinegrass decline (SAD,
caused by Panicum mosaic
virus), but as of November,
samples sent to the UF/IFAS
Extension Plant Diagnostic
Center have tested negative
for SAD and positive for presence of Sugarcane Mosaic
Virus (SCMV). SAD is not
known to occur in Florida.
SCMV can be efficiently
transmitted by mechanical
methods, which means lawn
mowers, line trimmers and
other equipment can transfer
clippings and sap containing
virus from lawn to lawn. It is
possible aphids could transmit
the virus be we currently have
no concrete evidence they are
vectors of the disease. It is also
possible the virus is spread on
infected sod when the symptoms are mild and the disease
not obvious. Sod with SCMV
should not be used but it is
easy to see how it could be
planted in a yard without
knowing the disease is present.
At this point, our best management tool is to plant sod
that is resistant to the virus.
Within the last two years,
Floratam St. Augustinegrass
appears to me the most susceptible and this cultivar ultimately dies. Palmetto and
Bitterblue have shown some
resistance although they do
get the disease.
There are additional considerations and challenges
with these cultivars (see
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/lh010).
The susceptibility of most
other varieties is currently
unknown. The virus has been

Since there is no effective
treatment of the Mosaic
Virus in St.
Augustinegrass, the best
management tool is to
plant sod that is resistant
to the virus, such as
Palmetto and Bitterblue
St. Augustine cultivars.
Floratam St. Augustine
grass appears to me the
most susceptible to MCSV
and this cultivar ultimately
dies, top left. Severe damage caused by the Mosaic
Virus is indicated by
necrotic blades and severe
dieback, far left. Grasses
showing mosaic symptoms
tend to have broken yellow
streaks running between
veins on an otherwise
green blade, left.
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reported to infect grasses in
Cynodon (bermudagrass),
Paspalum (seashore paspalum
and bahaiagrass), Pennisetum
(ornamental fountaingrasses),
and Stenotaphrum (St.
Augustinegrass) genera; however, mosaic is currently only
a concern on St.
Augustinegrass in Florida.
Zoysiagrass is not known to be
a host of this virus.
When resodding lawns
with mosaic disease, follow
UF/IFAS guidelines for postinstallation care

(http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/
lh013) and choose a variety
other than Floratam. Lawns
also could be plugged with a
less susceptible variety, but it
would need to outcompete the
Floratam during the spring
and summer season.
To minimize disease
spread in areas where the
virus occurs, mowers and
other equipment should be
sanitized between properties.
Remove clippings and any
other plant material and then
spray down parts that have the
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FARMERS MARKET
Saturday will be your final opportunity to pick up fresh vegetables, desserts,
beef, salmon, appetizers and snacks
from the Fernandina Beach Market
Place on North Seventh Street before
Christmas Day.
Kings Kountry Produce will offer
fresh, Florida sunshine sweetened strawberries. The also have plenty of greens,
cauliflower and tasty broccoli.
Pies from the Spice Pantry are $10
and perfect for the holidays. Tressa’s
Treasure’s offers Southern-style, traditional peanut brittles, spiced cashews,
chocolate dipped pretzel rods and more.

Looking for gluten-free sweets? Check
out Something Good’s flavored breads
and Jack and Diane’s cookies.
J.D. Beef will have a truckload of free
range Angus beef, and All About U.S.
Wild Salmon has weathervane scallops
and fresh Alaskan salmon.
Olive My Pickle will return with their
new Kids Pickle Club. Kids simply pick
up their official membership card, then
select their favorite pickle. When they
present their card at Olive My Pickle at
the farmers’ market, they get a free pickle on a stick.
Bring your entire family to North

potential to transfer plant sap
using dilute bleach, quaternary ammonia (Greenshield),
alcohol or another sanitizing
agent according to the directions.
Fungicides and other pesticides are ineffective and cannot stop development or
spread of this viral disease.
Also, there are no known agronomic inputs that homeowners or lawn care companies
can use to cure a lawn once it
has become infected. The disease severity, which ranges

Seventh Street in downtown Fernandina
Beach to visit nearly 40 exhibitors of seasonal produce, fresh breads, plants,
honey, desserts, sauces and more. The
market is open 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
Dan Voll will provide holiday musical
entertainment. The Fernandina Beach
Arts Market will also be open Saturday,
adjacent to the market, where you can
visit with local artists and discover treasures and holiday gifts.
Visit FernandinaBeachMarketPlace.
com, FernandinaBeachArtsMarket.com,
find them on Facebook or call Joe at 5578229.

‘First Day Hike’
The Florida Park Service
will sponsor free, guided
hikes in select state parks on
New Year’s Day as part of
America’s State Parks First
Day Hikes initiative in all 50
states, including Little Talbot
Island State Park.
Bring the family and enjoy
a ranger-led hike along the
Dune Ridge Trail, one of
Florida’s premier nature trails
at Little Talbot Island State
Park, from 10:30 a.m.-12:30
p.m. Jan. 1. The trail meanders for two miles atop an
ancient dune ridge under a
canopy of live oaks, cedars
and sable palms in a lush maritime hammock and concludes with a two-mile walk
along Little Talbot Island’s
picturesque beach.
Meet at Pavilion One on
Little Talbot Island State Park
at 10:30 a.m. Water, snacks,
insect repellant, layered clothing and a camera are recommended. For information,
visit www.floridastateparks.
org or www.americasstateparks.org.
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from yellowing to death, will
vary from lawn to lawn by variety of grass and by other environmental factors not well
understood at this time. One
potential complicating factor is
that lawns with mosaic may
also suffer from fungal diseases, but it is not known what
impact one disease has on the
severity of the others. Managing fungal diseases on lawns
with mosaic has not been
observed to impact development of the viral disease.
Mosaic is just one of many
diseases that may be causing
problems on a lawn. To confirm the virus and other diseases, submit a sample to a
UF/IFAS Plant Diagnostic
Center (http://plantpath.ifas.
ufl.edu/Clinic/index.shtml).
Manage other diseases
through proper agronomic
inputs and practices according
to IFAS recommendations for
your area. Check the Rapid
Turfgrass Diagnostic Service
Facebook page (https://www.
facebook.com/RapidTurfgrass
DiagnosticService) for up-todate information on the spread
of the epidemic.

Rare development parcel on SR200 just minutes from Amelia Island.
This 4 acre parcel has high visibility, marsh front views and numerous
opportunities for development. Currently being operated as a church
and school by the owner, there is an existing 3,700 square foot church
building and classrooms that can stay or go. Ideal for hospitality use
(restaurant or motel site), retail, mixed use or residential site for apartments or condo project. $1,500,000 MLS#63159
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On Jan. 7 from 10-11 a.m.,
County Extension Director/
Horticulture Agent Rebecca
Jordi will teach a Landscape
Matters class on growing and
maintaining citrus plants. The
class will take place at the
Yulee Extension office at
86026 Pages Dairy Road and
will include a hands-on
instruction on pruning the
lemon and orange trees at
Fruit Demonstration Garden.
Bring your pruning shears
and gloves.
The class is free and open
to the public. For more information, call the Extension
office at 530-6350. Master
Gardeners are on phone duty
on Fridays from 10 a.m. until
2 p.m. at 530-6350; press 1 for
the Yulee office.

Naturalist course
The UF Institute of Food
and Agricultural Sciences
Florida Master Naturalist
Program Upland Habitats
Module sponsored by Duval
County Extension and White
Oak Conservation Center will
be offered Jan. 13, 20 and 27
and Feb. 3, 10 and 17.
Classroom sessions will be
held at the White Oak
Conservation Center, 581705
White Oak Road, Yulee, for

adults who want to learn
more about Florida’s environment. Teachers may receive
up to 40 hours continuing
education credits.
Advance registration is
required by Jan. 8. Course fee
is $225. Visit conference.ifas.
ufl.edu/fmnp/uh15-05.htm.
For more on White Oak
Conservation visit www.
whiteoakwildlife.org. For
questions contact Carol
Wyninger at 220-0232 or
wyninger@comcast.net, or
Lauren Watkins at 225-3200 or
lwatkins@white-oak.org.

Camera course
Register now for Wild
Amelia’s winter photography
class, “Understanding
Exposure with a Digital
Camera,” Jan. 24 from 9 a.m.4 p.m. at the American Beach
Community Center, 1600 Julia
St.
Learn the basics of exposure and identify camera buttons and dials to select to create beautiful images. Students
will practice exposing various
lighting situations under the
guidance of an instructor.
This is a beginner class for
photographers who own digital SLR or point and shoot
cameras. Bring your camera
with charged batteries, camera manual and tripods, if
available. Snacks, coffee and
water will be provided.
Fee is $75; register and
pay online at www.wildamelia.
com or contact Dawna Moore
at dawnamoorephoto@
yahoo.com for a registration
form or call 556-4880 for information.

Photography festival
The 2015 Wild Amelia
Nature Photography Contest
will be under way early this
winter. The inaugural Wild
Amelia Nature Photography
Festival will take place March
6-8 with classes at the
American Beach Community
Center and the Peck Center
in Fernandina Beach.
The 2015 Wild Amelia
Nature Festival will be held
May 15-17 with ecotours,
exhibits, sea turtle release, a
silent auction, music and children’s activities. In the intervening months, “Wild Nite”
nature forums are held the
second Tuesday of each
month at the Peck Center
Auditorium at 7 p.m. Visit
wildamelia.com and the Wild
Amelia page on Facebook.

